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Philadelphia,  December  lo,  1869. 


To  Mr.  

Sir: — By  the  subjoined  Preamble  and  Resolutions,  vou  will  perceive  that  we,  the 
undersigned,  have  been  constituted  a  Committee  to  issue  a  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  Educated  Blind 
of  our  own  and  adjacent  States,  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  at  such  time  and  place  as  we 
might  designate. 

We  have  fixed  upon  Tuesday,  December  28th,  for  the  contemplated  meeting,  and  you  are  hereby 
cordially  invited  to  be  with  us  on  that  occasion. 

Upon  reaching  Philadelphia,  you  will  please  report  yourself  to  the  Committee,  who  will  inform 
vou  of  the  hour  and  place  of  meeting,  and  also  provide  you  with  suitable  accommodations. 

W.  S.  FORTESCUE, 
D.  D  WOOD, 
A.  NESMJTH,  Jr. 


THE  EDUCATED  BLIND. 


At  a  recent  informal  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  Graduates  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  held  in  our  city,  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : — 

Whereas,  we  of  the  Educated  Blind,  and  especially  those  of  us  who  are  pursuing  Literature  or 
Music,  as  a  profession,  have  acquired  much  valuable  experience  peculiarly  fitting  us  to  grapple  with 
those  problems  which  effect  so  vitally  the  welfare  and  usefulness  of  the  Educated  Blind,  and 

Whereas,  we  hold  it  to  be  one  of  our  first  duties  to  employ  our  talents,  acquirements,  and 
experience  in  advancing  the  interests  of  those  who,  like  ourselves,  have  peculiar  prejudices  to  combat, 
and  peculiar  difficulties  to  surmount,  and 

Whereas,  this  object  can  be  best  accomplished  by  an  effective  organization,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  issue  a  call  for 
a  meeting  of  the  Educated  Blind  of  our  own  and  adjacent  States,  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Committee  may  designate,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Preamble  and  Resolutions  be  published  in  the  daily  papers  of  the 
City,  and  that  the  press  throughout  our  own  and  adjoining  States,  be  requested  to  copy  the  same. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  constituted  a  Committee  : 

Prof  WALTER  S.  FORTESCUE,  A.  M.,  Principal  of  Germantown  Seminary  for  Young  Ladies 
•  D.  D.  WOOD,  Esq.,  Organist  of  St.  Stephen's  P  E.  Church. 

Mr.  A.  NESMITH,  Jr.,  Instructor  of  Music. 


1 


m 


A  meeting  of  the/  Provi^iocal  CMnm'tbce, 
for  the  relief  cf  the  Bl'nd,  was  held  in  the 
MecbtnioR'  Icstitute  la^t  nigh*:. 

Dr.  FuLLBR  ocoapled  the  ohalr,  *nd  stfttad 
that  the  objoct  of  the  meeting  was  to  seoare, 
if  pooslble,  the  location  of  the  Blind  Atiylam 
at  Toionto,  Icatead  of  Brantford,  whore  it 
was  rumoured  that  the  Institution  was  t)  be 
built.  He  thought  that  it  should  be  bail!  in 
Torcnto,  an  account  of  the  many  advantages 
that  could  bo  obtained  la  this  city.  He  al<o 
thought  that  the  Blind  should  not  be  congre- 
gated In  one  buildicg;  but  that  they  should 
live  with  those  that  see.  The  proposed  In 
stitution  should  be  a  day  sohool  for  educa- 
tion CDly.  He  knew  nothing  about  the  In 
stituliocs  of  the  Government,  excapt  what 
he  had  seen  in  the  papars,  and  hi  taoa?  h 
that  this  meeting  should  give  an  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  subjec*. 

Dr.  EosEr.KUGH,  the  Treasurer,  read  the 
following  Financial  Statement  In  doing  so 
he  reminded  the  meeting  that  during  the 
year  the  Ccmmltteo  had  employed  a  delegate 
to  obtain  asslstaQoe  from  the  several  Mualci- 
prdities  of  the  Province. 

A.  BosEBRouoit  in  account  with  t^e  Pro 
visional  Committee  for  the  Bliad. 

Da. 

To  sundries,  for  rent  of  rooms,  ad- 

vertislrg   $13  95 

To  amcuct  paid  to  Secretary  for 

sundrieK   32  30 

To  cash  advanced  to  Mr.  Uant3n 

(the  Delegate)   95  00 

To  adveitieiug  and  rent  of  goam  for 

preeett  occasion   4  00 

$145  25 

Cr. 

By  Cash 

Frcra  G.  P.  Canton   $134  00 

Fror  .  CliitOB   15  00 

FrcLi  Fetrolia   10  00 

$159  00 

Balat'ce  $13  85 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Dr.  EosEERUOH  stated,  that  in  a  recent 
visit  to  Kow  I'oi'k,  he  visited  the  St'kte 
A3>lum  for  the  blind,  and  was  rather sur 
prised  to  866  that  the  icmai;ea  were  all  youn^ 
penoEB  not  over  25  years  of  age.  1  ha  in- 
mates wero  taught  reading  by  the  me»na  of 
rcisfd  letters,  bub  the  principle  part  of  their 
inetitution  was  by  means  of  lectures.  They 
were  allowed  to  attaod  all  muslcil  fcstlvjli 
acd  concerts,  by  which  means  they  bsoaaae 
n:u£!cally  educated.  He  found  that  there 
vrere  only  about  120  pupi's  attending  the  (n 
stltiito  in  New  York,  and  he  thought  that 
Canada  would  not  be  called  upon  So  educsSe 
icore  thitn  100  persons  at  a  time. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  the  document 
aticat  to  be  read  had  been  prepared  wita  the 
icet  that  it  should  be  issued  in  clrcalar  form 

Dr.  KoBEBEUCH    then  read  the  follow 
irg  :— 

At'tut  tix  mouths  ago  a  IVovlsional  t'ommittee  was 
o;L(S'i  ized  in  Toroato,  ti)r  Uie  piirposs  of  drawioj; 
pi.biic  i-tttution  to  the  necessity  of  cstablisniiig  an 
Ir  bt:;utioi!  for  the  education  ol  the  Blind  of  Oinario. 

Ar.  ERent  was  appointed,  who  Ti?ited  the  prinoipa' 
(owts  and  Corporatlwna  of  the  Pioviace,  and  brr.u^ht 
liie  subject  ur.der  the  notice  ol  the  respsctive  Conn- 
ri!s,  C.ir-ulars  and  bl&oli  psUtioos  (in  duplicate) 
were  stntto  every  muuiH'_r<Ilty  111  the  Province,  (700 
i/i  al  ).  and  in  nearly  every  Initancc  were  endorsed 
Slid  forwarded,  one  to  the  Legislative  ABsemliiy.  and 
the  other  to  the  Scsretary  of  the  Provisional "  Com 
mlttf  >:  for  pieseiita-ion  to  the  Lientenant-3overnor 
in  Council  ?he  Proviiiounl  ComniSttf  e  also  had  an 
interview,  by  atpolntment,  with  the  Hon.  Attjrney- 
G^neta'  ISacrionsld,  with  the  view  of  urging  upon 
the  G<.veri!ment  the  claims  o£  the  Blind. 

Vpon  the  Government  placing  the  sum  of  $7'j  000  in 
the  Jritii'iates  for  the  ertctiou  of  an  tustiiution  for 
tha  Blind,  a  mteting  the  Piojisiooal  Comicittee 
was  tailed,  ard  the  following  resolmions  were  imani- 
jTioiitly  pas!ied  ;— 

Moved  by  Bev.  Fatlier  .Tatiot,  seooniled  by  Mr 
Fhillits,  »nd  Ecsolvei,— That  the  thanks  of  tha 
tommitten  are  due,  and  aro  hereby  tenderel,  to  Hi? 
f  xo«l  ency  the  Lteutenant- Governor  »nd  the  mem- 
b<  rg  of  the  Government  of  Ont»ri<>.  for  having  In- 
eluded  in  therstimates  for  1870  the  sum  of  $76,0C0,  for 
un  Asjium  for  the  Blind. 

Moved  by  A.  B.  UcWa^ter.  Tjtq.  seconded  by  Dr. 
Befve.  and  Eesolved,— That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Coiumltt'e  it  is  desirable,*^a>;  a  CooiraissioD  should 
1  e  r-i  nt  to  examine  and  re'  <  the  bast  institotlous 
for  the  Blind  in  the  DeltftJ"'?  j  ■:  Republic,  both  iu 
regard  to  the  construe- ^.".^■(lulldlngs  and  tha, 
details  of  management  ^^mo  steps  ghoul  1  he 

t.iken  for  tte  erf?l\r>r'^^^j^^Bs  niitU  the  report 
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of  eald  proposed  Commisaion  shall  hava  been  re- 
celvec. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Canniff,  s'contlod  by  Dr.  Ro»«bru:h, 
ftndK««oivei. — Tl  at  this  L!om  i.litee  truits  that  tn 
fixing  on  a  site  for  an  Inatitutli  n  for  tho  Blind,  the 
Government  of  this  Province  wi  1  he  g  ii'l«l  solely  by 
aeon  {deration  of  the  inteiests  of  that  alhlctedcU-s 
of  out  fellow-subjects. 

A  copy  of  these  resolutions  was  f  orwardel  to  the 
Atti  ruey-General,  but  no  r<sp'.y  was  received. 

1\\e  Comnit  ce  believe  that  much  njiaaoprehen- 
iton  exist*in  ii-gard  to  tie  character  and  aim  of  Ij- 
ttUvtioiH  for  the  Klin''.  They  ar j  lo5  designed  to 
Leasjlums  lor  the  niaiotfiianci  l(  the  blind,  as 
aanj  B8f  m  to  gnppofe.  out  rather  aascho.Ufor  the 
tducHii.-r  of  tie  y  iiiig  .-nore  eipecially  where  they 
jray  ■  psnd  six  or  eight  yars — say  betfaea  the  agis 
ottwtlvea"d  tnei  ty,  or  evan  oetive^n  twenty  or 
i»pnty-(iglit — rectifioe  iastructlon  In  literature 
atd  nnuie.  and  a'so  in  l'aiui"g  «om3  uiaful  tmptoy 
Bcent.  so  1h.it  upon  graduating  at  th-»  instltu  ion 
thej  may  be  !elf-£U;ta  nlng,  ussful  and  happy  m 9m- 
Urts  ol  Ecci  fy. 

Ahhcugh  they  ar«  taught  to  read  the  ri'sed  type, 
fnd  icon  bccou  e  HueM,  readeis,  yet,  during  taeir 
atu  ndsnce  at  school,  very  Utile  of  the  r  edncatioa  ii 
acquired  in  that  way.  Th«  Ispsnns  are  elth.r  riad 
to  them  or  given  In  the  form  of  a  lecture. 

B»  inn  deprived  ol  their  s'ght  they  m  kg  double  me 
of  th'-ir  hea-ing,  and  the  great  prop.rlioa  of  th'ir 
kEO^> ledge  is  ecijiured  in  liateiiiug  either  to  the 
reader,  the  lecturer,  or  the  preacher  Henca  the 
advisability  ol  a  school  for  tho  blind  belni?  placed  ia 
a  city  where  liieraiy  reacMngs  and  lectares  on  licera- 
ture  and  (cience  are  accessible  to  the  pupils. 

Again,  In  all  schools  for  the  blind,  special  a*ten- 
ticD  is  given  to  music,  and  many  of  ttij  gradua*»3 
are  enabled  to  make  a  respectable  living  through 
their  proficiency  in  this  art;  soma  hivaeyan  excelled 
as  compcsers.  This  cannot  be  accomplished  iia!es3 
the  iuilitution  Is  so  located  that  pupiU  otny  hare  for 
a  few  hours  daily  the  se'vlces  ol  thj  virj  best  mu^ic 
tcacl  ers,  and  th*  prlvileg)  of  heirins  frequently 
flist-chiS  ccr certs,  ora*Ioui,  mi.itiry  bands,  <eo. 

Ihtn,  aga  n,  in  all  institutions  fir  the  blind,  either 
inanasslum  fur  adults  or  s3n:>oi  tor  the  youig, 
several  hcurs  are  apes;  daily  i-  some  as'ful  am 
plot  ment,  88  in  broom  miking,  wewiog.  <tc.  TU'a 
der'aitmeut  cannot  bj  mada  reauns-aUve  unlo-a 
Iheinoliiution  is  located  where  l-liare  is  a  read; 
niiriietfor  tlie  goods  marufao'.uved. 

Ihise  advantages  point  most  cmphaticaHy  to  ths 
fact  that  an  Institution  for  tUs  tsjlad  should  be  lo- 
cated Ir  s  c't",  ^r-l  in  t^hat  clty  thftt  cin,  SHP3U  all 
Ihess  .advantaftt  s  la  4  pfe-iu;J:ieut  a.gre6.  Tf  fdds6 
coDsideratfons  are  disregardfd  iu  the  location  of  the 
proposed  institution,  the  inteieaU  of  the  bliad  will 
be  etiioualy  affected. 

No  orecaD  ci'pute  that  Toroito  ottm  all  the  ad- 
vantages Leeess&cy  f^r  such  an  institution.  It  is 
moreover  central  aid  easy  of  access.  It,  Iioirsvor, 
ToroJito  (hould  not  be  accepted,  B.amilton  i«  w'tii- 
out  dtubb  the  reit  best  p'ace.  There  is  one  other 
fact  that  should  bo  ccnsii^efed  in  locating  the  pro 
pcBtd  institution  for  the  Blind. 

There  la  no  such  inst'tution,  yet.  In  the  entire 
Don;iLion,  and  il  the  proposed  inatitu  ion  for  the 
Province  of  Ontario  be  not  located  too  t  r  west,  aud 
eccessible  by  water,  it  might  receive  pay  pupils  from 
the  Pioviuco  of  Quebec,  and  thus  assisi  in  suppart- 
ing  the  institution. 

lutupportof  tho  foregfing.  the  following  letters 
are  added  from  well  known  authorities  iu  this  de 
parlment  of  Kducatioa. 

rHILADELIHIA.  IJSTIIOTIOS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

recember  20ih,  186't), 
JOHN  BAXTBF,  Tsq,: 

.u^^Srf*™  ^'^^y  to  learn  that  an  lustitution  io,' 
the  tiin,,  Is  proposf  d  to  ba  es-abllshod  in  your  Pro- 
tlBCe.  Many  years  ago  1  suggeste  I  to  the  G  ivaraor 
of  Canada  the  propriety  of  sucli  an  institution  theie. 
Nearly  eveiy  s.tate  in  the  United  states  has  one,  or 
proviues  iu  (he  adjolijng  State  for  their  blind. 

The  n.ost  impo  tant  question  to  be  first  decided  ii 
the  locution.  Some  great  errcra  have  been  made  in 
the  Stales  in  this  matter.  chibUy  in  locating  the  insti- 
tutions in  small  and  uiiimportaut  towns— or  evan 
sevtrol  miles  out  of  town.    Tliis  is  always  wrong. 

Tlie  best  location  is  in  tho  largest  town,  especially 
if  it  be  a  business  centre,  which  is  usuilly  is.  Thi> 
is  not  a  matter  of  theory  ouly,  but  of  practical  ex- 
perience. The  directors  of  every  Urge  InsEitation 
will  confirm  this. 

For  six  years  (1840  to  1816)  I  h»d  charge  of  the 
Ohio  Institution  tor  the  Blind  at  Uolumbas.  Taat 
eapericnce  satisfied  me  tha*.  for  the  highest  iraprove- 
mei  t  of  pupi  s,  and  especially  tor  the  proj^ress  in 
bandiciaft.Clncinratl  should  have  been  the  locAtloa. 
It  was  always  dilHcult  to  sell  all  the  manuf  actiu-ed 
wares,  aud  now,  twenty  three  years  later,  the  manu- 
factuiing  department  is  iu  do  better  condition  than 
whrn  I  left  it.  As  many  blind  pupils  should  learn 
acd  follow  trades, this  is  almost  a  vital  cjnsi  leration 
iQI  thO'r  be?t  intereels.  ( 

large  towns  (cities?)  glvfi  lllMy  fsci'ltlea  for  heaii 
iug  lectures,  and  readings,  tud  good  muilo,  concert 
Ac,  as  It  lutnlghes  one  of  their  great  compsusatioai 
in  their  privations,  to  cultivate  the  music  which  thei 
so  much  enjoy. 

As  there  is  an  Instttutiin  for  the  treitment  otdh- 
eases  of  the  eye  In  Toronto,  this  would  be  a  reason  of 
tonse  importance  in  its  favour. 

In  Toronto,  a  Board  of  gentlemen,  properly  qnali- 
[fied,  ana  of  leisure  to  give  their  service i  as  niinaz- 
gra,  ccu'd  be  found.     This  might  not  bo  so'Saiy  iq 
places.  ■ 


Bis  question  ( f  locality  hasSSeu  well 
since  in  our  larger  institutions  in  thoi 
.ylafca.  aud  expressed  in  some  of  the  annual  reports. 
1  believe  they  nniforin'y  racoramend  a  location  la 
the  largest  town  and  business  centre,  au^jigJ^t&L-. 
from  town. 

1  am,  Sir,  , 
Very  respeclfally, 

Your  obedient  seivmt, 

WILLIAM  CtlJLPIJf, 

Principal. 

KkW  VOEK  ISSnHTTIOH  fOB  THE  BLIND, 

New  York,  Jan.  2'..  1870. 

Wt  Dear  Snt.— lam  in  receipt  ol  your  request, 
for  a  brief  statement:  setting  forth  the  circumstances, 
which  should  deteimlne  the  location  ol  an  losiita- 
tion  lor  the  education  of  the  Blind.  In  reply  I  would 
say  that  in  order  to  accomplish  tha  end  had  in  view, 
such  an  Institution  should  be  organized  wich  three 
departments  of  instruction,  viz.,  t'terary.  Musical, 
and  Industrial,  in  either  or  aU  ol  which  pupils  should 
be  instructed;  as  the  capacity  and  cir  jumstinces  of 
each  may  require. 

To  render  each  department  as  effective  as  possible, 
the  best  teacher  should  be  employed,  pupils  sh3uld 
have  every  facility  for  attending  the  oest  lectures 
and  concerts,  while  a  good  market  U  necessary  to 
secure  patron»ge  for  tho  Induitrial  department,  and 
to  iii.'.ure  the  sale  of  all  the  goods  manufactured. 
An  iDttitntiOD  for  the  educUion  of  the  Blind  should 
partake  of  none  ol  the  features  of  an  Isylum,  or  of 
an  Infirmary  tor  the  treatment  of  eye  diseases  Still 
it  ia  essential  that  the  Institute  should  have  at  hand 
the  &•  rvices  of  the  bast  oculists,  to  care  tor  tha  often 
occurring  cases  of  acute  eye  disease,  and  to  perform 
Eucli  operations  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary. 

All  these  requirements  can  only  ba  iu3t  in  a  lar^e 
city,  and  that  city  which  possesses,  to  the  largest 
extent,  all  tho  advantages  aOjve  indicated,  is  Ih'i 
proper  place  for  an  lostitution  for  the  BKnd.  If 
thece  ccD.siderations  be  ignored,  in  the  locality  of  au 
Institution,  it  cannot  hope  for  that  prominent  suc- 
cess which  it  might  otheiwise  eDjoy. 
Vety  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

■WILLIASI  B.  WAIT. 

r.  Koschrngh,  Torosto. 

Ihe  announcement  has  been  recently  m\de  that  the 
Government  does  not  intend  to  erect  the  lostitutton 
in  one  of  the  cities,  but  at  the  town  of  Brantford. 

The  Committee,  believing  that  if  tbis  intention  ba 
rtnied  into  effect,  the  objects  for  whi;h  snch  luati- 
tiitlOBStre  established  will  not  be  attained,  butthit 
the  mtf  rests  ol  the  BMnd  will  thereby  be  s  icriflofd, 
deem  it  their  duty  to  enter  a  protest  against  the  pal- 
pable disiegard  of  thehighest  iuterests  of  tha  Blind 
as  display  eU  In  the  selection  of  the  prop  sed  site.  The 
Provisional  Committee,  although  composed  entirely 
of  th«  citizens  of  Toronto  have  laboured  throughout 
on  behalf  of  the  Blind  of  the  entire  Province,  aud  not 
In  tho  interests  ol  Toronto  or  »ny  pai-ticular  localiny  ; 
and,  although  self-constituted,  their  action  his  bean 
tboioughly  indorsed  by  nearly  every  munici  )ality  in 
the  Proviiice.  Tbequestlon  of  location  yras  studious- 
ly avoided  ;  and  the  Conimitt'e,  when  asked  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Toronto  City  Council  to  unite  In 
urging  the  supeiior  claims  of  Toronto  up  m  th"  Gov- 
erimeLt,  reclined  l);causo  they  were  acting  in  the 
interest  of  all  the  munic'palities. 

The  Committee  hope  that  the  press  and  the  public 
will  sust:  ill  this  pr,,teEt,  a;id  will  use  thtiriufluenca 
in  endeavouring  to  S'  cure  the  establis'iment  of  the 
Insiitution  in  a  locality  where  it  can  diffuse  ItJ  bene- 
fits most  widely  and  ba  made  most  etticijiit. 

The  circular  was,  on  motion,  adopted. 

Mr.  John  Phillips  said  that  he  did  not 
thixikthattheCrovernment  seriously  intended 
locating  the  institution  in  a  small  to >vn.  It 
was  not  tho  same  as  a  deaf  and  dumb  insii 
tlon,  where  perhaps  it  was  just  as  advisable 
to  have  the  unfortunates  in  a  small,  quiet 
town.  He  thought  that  if  the  Goyernmeat 
did  locate  the  instilutioa  in  Brantford  that 
before  many  years  the  building  would  ba 
vacated,  or  applied  to  naother  purpose. 

Dr.  BoszBRUGH  stated  that  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Eovf  e  might  have  been  included  in  the 
above  clrcnlar,  but  that  it  was  unfortunately 
lost.  Dr.  Howe  expressed  his  opinion  that 
an  Institution  for  the  Blind  was  almost  use- 
less unlets  it  was  located  in  a  large  city.  Dr. 
Bowe  was  a  man  of  great  experience,  having 
been  ronnected  with  the  education  of  the 
blind  for  upwards  of  forty  years. 

Mr.  PBiiLiFd  thought  that  a  deputation 
should  visit  the  United  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  all  Information  in  regard  to 
Blind  Asylums. 

Dr.  RosEBRUGH  stated  that  he  had  been  In- 
formed that  the  Bon.  John  Carling  and  Mr. 
Langeyln  were  about  visiting  the  States  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  Dkedge  mcved,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Phillips,  "That  Dr.  Eosebrugh  be  appoiated 
toootfer  with  the  Hamilton  Committae  in 
reference  to  the  locatloa  of  the  proposed 
Asylum. "  Carried. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 
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